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all the intrigues of the royal party: he raised troops to
revenge the burning of Matilda's castles by burning
those of the chieftains who had revolted to the King.
He bribed as boldly as he fought; and if the womanly
fears of Matilda, or her gentler feelings towards her
afflicted subjects had shaken her steadfast mind, she
neither dared nor wished to shake off the commanding
control of the martial Bishop.f

The Council met on the 20th of November: but it
was not a full assembly of stately prelates, but a few,
and those exclusively of Hildebrand's party. Those
who had already committed themselves by acknow-
ledging the Anti-Pope could not obey the summons of
Hildebrand, as they could hardly hope on his own
ground to overbear him by numbers. They stood aloof;
and moreovei, the titles of most of these would have
been called in question. Henry, on his side, foreseeing
the predominance of the Papal party prevented some
of Hildebrand's avowed partisans, Anselm of Lucca,
Hugh of Lyons, Keginald of Como, and Otto of Ostiar
from approaching Rome. Gregory displayed his highest
eloquence in his address to this assembly, which sat for
three days in melancholy deliberation. He spake, it is
said, with the voice of an angel, not of a man; and the
groans and sobs of almost all present acknowledged his
still prevailing power over their hearts and minds. Their
prudence, however, restrained them from repeating, in
Nov 20j this trying hour, the sentence of escommuni-
1083- cation. The censure of the Church was only
uttered against those who had presumed to prevent the
prelates from attending the council, and, as in the case*
of the Bishop of Ostia, to seize their persons.

f There is a Life, or rather a legend, of Anselm of Lucca, in PnrtZj xiv.